Owing to its physical environment, the upper Min River Basin, situated at an ecological transition belt in China, has long been a place where many ethnic groups have settled; it is also a corridor through which different ethnic groups have migrated from northwestern to southwestern China or vice versa. Apart from its recognized biodiversity, it is also a place of cultural diversity, as an ethno-cultural corridor in China. A number of ethnic groups such as the Qiang, Tibetan, Han, and Hui nationalities and their different sub-groups have lived here for many centuries. The distribution of these ethnic groups follows altitudinal patterns, with the Han and the Hui people living in river valleys, the Qiang at a higher altitude, and the Tibetans at the highest altitudes. This points to their respective historical roles and adaptation to different environments. Given the inaccessibility and geographical isolation of their environment, all ethnic groups have maintained much of their traditional cultures, while some sub-ethnic groups came into being due to recurrent wars and cultural assimilation between groups. At present, with mountain natural resources exploited and mountain areas being greatly developed, many ethnic cultures are threatened with extinction. Much work at both local level and policy level needs to be done to preserve these diversified cultures and the potential for sustainability that they harbor. 
Acculturation and cultural diversity
There is no homogeneity of cultures in the upper Min River Basin ( connected with Gansu and Qinghai provinces at the northern end and the Chengdu Plain at the southern end. This natural pathway along the river valley may have been a prerequisite for establishment of the cultural corridor in the basin. Ethnic diversity in the upper Min River Basin has also been closely related to migration and played a major role in cross-cultural transition: as an area that links the eastern lowlands, with the Han ethnic group; the western highlands, with other ethnic minorities; and a marginal zone with both the Han and Tibetan cultures. From a cultural perspective, interaction, integration and assimilation between the Han and other ethnic minorities has been a dominant feature in the history of this area (Figure 4 ). Ethnic cultures in the upper Min River Basin are greatly influenced by altitude and remoteness. Conservation of the physical environment is conducive to preservation of cultural diversity, since cultural diversity has been a long-term result of human adaptation to the environment. But environmental degradation can threaten the support systems needed to maintain this diversity.
At present, ethnic minorities are also facing the threat of being acculturated by the Han people. As infrastructure (transportation, telecommunication, TV reception) in minority areas has been greatly improved in recent decades, more and more members of minority groups have left their homes for the big cities and the plains, where there are more employment opportunities and better chances of earning a livelihood. Although elderly people would like to stay at home and maintain their traditional way of life (including costumes, diet, etc), more and more young people want to leave. Even those who return home seldom observe the beliefs, dress, and other aspects of cultural life observed by their parents and grandparents.
Another feature of change in the upper Min River corridor is the establishment of many hydropower stations. Some sections of the river have seen a radical landscape change. Despite environmental restoration and rehabilitation efforts in the upper Min River Basin, overall environmental degradation is still severe.
To prevent the loss of ethnic cultures and preserve cultural diversity in the upper Min River Basin, there is a need to establish an ethnic culture reserve, similar to a nature reserve. Relevant policies need to be formulated to achieve this. In addition, environmental protection and conservation of biodiversity should be further reinforced as a fundamental part of conservation of cultural diversity. As the upper Min River Basin is near large cities such as Chengdu and Chongqing, promotion of ethnic ecotourism could also stimulate local economic revitalization and preservation of ethnic cultural diversity ( Figure 5 ). 
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